MARICOPA COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES
Monday, July 23, 2018 at 3:00 pm
205 W. Jefferson Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85003
Board of Supervisors Auditorium
Vice President Hughes called the meeting to order at 1:39 p.m.
ROLL CALL:
Members Present:
Don Cassano
Henri Cournand
Kristen Acton (via phone)
Robert MacMillan
Nedra Halley (via phone)
Don Hughes
Debra Baldauff

Members Not Present:
Bill Gates

Ex-Officio: Max Porter

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:
Vice President Hughes announced that we have speaker slips for anyone wishing to speak on any action items.
Speakers will be called after the item is heard. Each speaker will have 2 minutes to speak.
DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
1. Approval of Minutes: Vice President Hughes asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the BOH Meeting
held on April 23, 2018. Motion was made by Mr. Cassano to approve the BOH minutes as presented. Motion
was seconded by Mr. MacMillan and all were in favor. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Election for Board of Health president/vice president
Mr. Don Hughes was nominated as President of the Board of Health. A motion was made by Mr.
Don Cassano and seconded by Mr. Cournand and all were in favor. The motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Robert MacMillan was nominated as Vice President of the Board of Health. A motion was made by Mr.
Don Cassano and seconded by Dr. Baldauff and all were in favor. The motion passed unanimously.
3. Appointment for Finance Committee vacancies
Mr. Henri Cournand and Ms. Kristen Acton were appointed to the Finance Committee.
4. Fee Waiver Applications
Ms. Jeannie Taylor
Ms. Jeannie Taylor presented thirty-eight (38) fee waivers for review and consideration of approval. A summary
sheet document was provided.
Motion to approve the thirty-eight (38) fee waiver applications was made by Mr. Cassano, seconded by Mr.
Cournand and all were in favor. The motion passed unanimously.
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5. Approval of initiation of regulatory change for Rule 352 (Gasoline Cargo Tank Testing and Use)
and the New Source Review (NSR) rules
Mr. Philip A. McNeely
Gregory Verkamp
AQ-2017-009-Rule 352 (Gasoline Cargo Tank Testing and Use): The Maricopa County Air Quality Department
(MCAQD) is proposing to revise Rule 352 to address Environmental Protection Agency comments to ensure the
revised rule meets Reasonably Available Control Technology (RACT) requirements as required by the Clean Air
Act.
AQ-2017-010-NSR (New Source Review): The MCAQD is revising the NSR rules in order to secure their approval as
part of the State Implementation Plan (SIP) under the Federal Clean Air Act.
Mr. Philip A. McNeely director of Air Quality introduced Gregory Verkamp, supervisor of the rules division of the
department.
Mr. Verkamp presented on item number 5. He explained that this is air quality departments request for approval
of the initiation of the regulatory change. Rule 352 (Gasoline Cargo Tank testing and Use) rule and the New Source
Review (NSR) rules. Both rule makings have been before this board before and they’ve also been before the Board
of Supervisors. Both these rules have been submitted to the EPA for inclusion in the Arizona State implementation
plan. The EPA has reviewed the rules and they have some comments they would like us to address in the rules.
We are here today requesting the initiation of the rule makings so we can address the EPA comments so they can
be incorporated into the Arizona State implementation plan. They have had stake holder workshops previous to
this meeting today and they will have more in the future after this meeting, will have future stake holder
workshops and then they’ll come back later after they’ve gone through stakeholder workshops. This is just the
first step requesting these rule makings today.
President Hughes asked we’re just responding to the comments from the EPA and are those are the only changes?
Mr. Verkamp explain that yes they are responding to the EPA comments and there are some smaller changes from
our internal department, rule improvements, but the major changes are EPA. The changes will be going before
our stakeholders for review and comment and this just initiates the process.
Vice President MacMillan asked if as far as the purpose of the rule making is it because of trying to address RACT
for the EPA. Mr. Verkamp explained that is correct, with RACT there’s the control technique guidelines that we
use and the EPA uses to determine RACT. They also look at the GAP rules and the NESHAP rules and the NSPS
rules (New Source Performance Standard Rules) and then they also look at other air districts that have the same
non-attainment status as ourselves. The EPA will look at non-attainment, particularly in region nine, most of the
California districts, they’ll look at those districts and see what their rules look like for districts that are in moderate
non-attainment for ozone such as ours.
Motion was made by Mr. MacMillan for approval of the initiation of regulatory change for Rule 352 (Gasoline
Cargo Tank Testing and Use) and for approval of the New Source Review (NSR) rules. Motion was seconded by
Mr. Cournand and the motion passed unanimously.
6. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on the proposed revisions to Rule 316 (Nonmetallic Mineral
Processing) and Rule 320 (Odors and Gaseous Air Contaminants)
Mr. Philip A. McNeely
Gregory Verkamp
AQ-2013-001-Rule 316 (Nonmetallic Mineral Processing): The MCAQD is proposing to revise Rule 316 to make the
rule more clear for the regulated community by incorporating alternative control measures and information from
department guidance documents and consolidating all applicable requirements for control of particulate matter
emissions from nonmetallic mineral processing and related operations in a single rule.
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Mr. Philip A. McNeely presented on Rule 316. He explained that they put all the standards into one rule,
streamlining the rule to make it easier to understand for better compliance.
Mr. McNeely commented that he thinks we should take these rules, 316 and 320 separately. They are two
separate rules.
President Hughes asked what Rule 316 deals with exactly? Mr. McNeely replied sand and gravel, asphalt plants
and concrete plants. It’s a PM-10 Rule. 320 is an odor rule, hydrogen sulfide rule, stack height.
Mr. Cassano clarified that they can make a motion on these rules separately.
Rule 316
There was 1 request for public comment received.
- 1st speaker Linda Butler
Vice President MacMillan asked that you mentioned that 316 was not a loosening of the standard, it was just a
consolidation of different rules, right? Mr. McNeely replied yes, federal standards, 310 and 316 plus some safety
issues. Plus this is in the SIP so this will be approved by EPA, we’ll have to submit this to EPA for approval.
Motion to approve recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on the proposed revisions to Rule
316 (Nonmetallic Mineral Processing) was made by Mr. Cassano, seconded by Ms. Halley and all
were in favor. Roll call vote was requested.
Vice President MacMillan – AYE
Mr. Cassano – AYE
Ms. Halley – AYE
Ms. Acton – AYE
Mr. Cournand – AYE
Dr. Baldauff – AYE
President Hughes - AYE
Motion passed unanimously.
AQ-2016-004-Rule 320 (Odors and Gaseous Air Contaminants): The MCAQD is proposing to revise Rule 320 to
update and enhance the rule and to clarify MCAQD’s authority so that it is consistent with the intent of the
Maricopa County Air Pollution Control Regulations and the general air pollution prohibition standard in Rule 100.
Mr. Philip A. McNeely presented on Rule 320.
He explained that they had an oral proceeding at the request of the residents and stakeholders on April 4 th and
they’ve revised the rule and made some changes to it. The rule was about 40 years old so the intent was to
enhance it, to clarify the language and to bring it in line with intent of rule 100. There’s nothing in this rule that
prevents us from responding to odor complaints. We have that authority completely in rule 100. There’s nothing
in this rule that’s going to change the way we do our procedures. We’re trying to make it consistent with our
other rules.
Mr. McNeely reviewed the various changes and explained that with the changes they’ve tried to be responsive to
the stakeholder concerns.
 Added definition of odor tied to regulated air pollutant back in.
 Section 305 Titled Odors from Regulated Air Pollutants (Added the word Odor).
 Returned stack height, how high you can put stacks.
 Hydrogen sulfide standard.
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Adding in for reduction animal matter.
Added a monitoring and record keeping section.

There were 18 request for public comment received.
- 1st speaker Jackie Avilla (deferred time to Dan Blackson)
- 2nd speaker Dan Blackson
- 3rd speaker Sonia Lopez
- 4th speaker Billie Fidlin
- 5th speaker Paul Burton
- 6th speaker Sandy Larson
- 7th speaker Carolyn Burton
- 8th speaker Rhonda Mack
- 9th speaker Dan Mack
- 10th speaker Scott Manka
- 11th speaker Timothy Avilla
- 12th speaker Linda Butler
- 13th speaker Lorna Proper
- 14th speaker Steve Love
- 15th speaker Tom Martinez
- 16th speaker Leslie Saunders
- 17th speaker Brent Backus
- 18th speaker Linda Kinman
After all the discussion and all the public comments Mr. President stated that he’s concerned about a number of
things that were discussed today. The fact that you’ve made some major changes in the rule and the community
doesn’t seem to have had the opportunity to review those rule to see if they address the concerns that they have.
I’m bothered by a number of other things and at this point I would like to either deny or table this for further
study.
Mr. Cournand stated that he thinks there’s a lot of questions still within the community that need to be answered.
He doesn’t think there’s a major driving need to try to force this through either way. At this point I think further
study and review make the most sense.
Motion to table the initiation of the rulemaking for proposed revisions to Rule 320 was made by
Mr. Cournand seconded by Dr. Baldauff. Roll call vote was requested.
Vice President MacMillan – AYE
Mr. Cassano – AYE
Ms. Halley – AYE
Ms. Acton – AYE
Mr. Cournand – AYE
Dr. Baldauff – AYE
President Hughes - AYE
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Discussion Items:
1. Public Health Report
i. Human Resources
ii. Communication
iii. Infrastructure
iv. Strategic Planning
v. Programs
vi. Disease Update
vii. Future Topics

Max Porter and Dr. Rebecca Sunenshine

Max Porter stated that as far as the Director’s report we have several initiative, several grants that are new, but I
think we can cover all of that in our next meeting. There’s two issues that have a medical bearing that I’d like you
to hear about from Dr. Sunenshine. They have to do with us. We are critically pushing our herd immunity with
childhood immunization. It’s something that you’ll hear about in the news, especially as we hit our back to
school rush.
Dr. Sunenshine presented on the following (Review attached handouts for details):
 Immunizations
o Maricopa County immunization rates in Kindergarteners have dropped below the threshold for
herd immunity
o We just got our numbers back from Arizona Department of Health Services from 2017.
From 2016 to 2017, the nonmedical immunization exemption rates have risen from five
point four percent to five point nine percent. The reason why that's important is because
94 to 95 percent of the population being immunized is that critical threshold for Herd
Immunity to measles. Measles is the most contagious disease. While we worry about all
the vaccine preventable diseases, Measles is the one we use as a marker. And so right
now if we've got almost six percent of our population who are exempted from receiving
vaccines, we have now crossed the 95 percent threshold. Combined with medical
exemptions, we are just below 94 percent. And this has shown a downward trend for the
last several years.
o There are already six countries in Europe that have lost herd immunity to measles and these are
not developing countries. Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, and Romania have already lost
herd immunity. If we lose that threshold for herd immunity, it means that the measles will spread
rapidly through our population. Whereas when we're above that threshold, it exposes a couple of
people but then stops. So because we're at this critical point, we are going to work with Maricopa
County and try to do an educational campaign within Maricopa County employees and all the
different departments as well as with the public.
o We're working closely with Arizona Department of Health Services who developed an educational
module, which is an evidence based intervention. Basically anyone who wants to exempt their
child from vaccines would be required to take a five minute educational course online for each
vaccine they want to exempt, and then obtain a certificate so that they could exempt their child.
And what this has been shown to do is make it less convenient to exempt your child. So it's equally
as challenging to go get an appointment at the doctor's office as it is to exempt their children from
vaccines. Whereas now all they have to do is take a form, sign it and fill it out. We have reason to
believe that some folks are actually being handed the form and think that it's their only option for
their children to continue to go to school. We're working with schools to let them know, to give
parents some lead time that they need to go get their kids immunized and not tell them the day
before it's due. So we're trying to get at these convenience exemptions with this module. This
module was developed two years ago. We piloted it in Maricopa County at about 10 schools. It was
really successful. But they have not implemented it yet. They're doing another pilot this year and
our understanding is that there is some push back from certain folks in implementing the module
and we know it's effective, it worked in Michigan and in several other states, so we want you to be
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aware of this. If you're hearing about pushback, please know that this module could be the
difference between having these diseases spreading again in our community or not.
Mr. President commented that losing herd immunity is pretty scary. To have measles and some of
these other diseases that really have not been a threat for since I was a kid or before and to have
them come back is just pretty scary.
Dr. Sunenshine commented that Max pointed out that Pima County already has a similar system in
place and they have one of the highest rates of immunizations in the State and we are one of the
lower.
Max commented that one reason Dr. Sunenshine is bringing that to your intention is we're getting
a little bit of pushback and it's not from the individual schools were also getting pushback from the
Department of Education who doesn’t want to add another item for their schools to do. This is of
vital importance and we need you to be aware of the situation as it develops.
Mr. President commented would the Department of Education prefer schools dealing with a big
outbreak of measles.
Max replied No, they are worried about education and the piece and health aspect is not foremost
on their plate. We try to put it foremost on their plate. That’s our job and that’s what we’re trying
to do. So as Dr. Sunenshine goes through these things, we’re doing our best to do that, but if
we're not successful you need to understand that, that might be something that we will have to
bring back before you in order to take action that will get them on board with us. But right now
we're trying to work with them so they see the importance as you do.
Mr. President stated Thank you, I don't want to belabor this, but I would simply point out for the
record that a kid who has measles is not getting educated because he’s at home.
Mr. Cournand asked just a quick question you mentioned, 95 percent is kind of the threshold for
herd immunity. If you were to break apart that five percent, that's not getting the vaccine, could
you either separate between, a tourist coming in from even developed countries that haven't been
vaccinated, that can be an issue. How much of it is really in the schools versus some of the other
ways that I'm anti vaccinated folks can come in. Is it, if we get there, if we got the school situated,
we're at 98. If we got the school situated, we're at 99 or if we got the school situated, it's at 96 and
they're still 4 percent out there for tourists and what have you.
Dr. Sunenshine replied if we're above that threshold of 95 percent, then if someone in a school is
exposed, what we would do is we would remove everyone who is unvaccinated who is exempt
from school so that they couldn't spread it and they would have to stay home for a minimum of 21
days, but then it would not spread efficiently in the school. If we drop below that threshold of 94
and 95 percent, then there's nothing we can do. It will just spread through the population
regardless of who we keep on. We keep them home anyway, but it would spread efficiently.
Mr. Cournand responded Thanks. For what it's worth, the sooner that we can help you in any way
please let us know. Not having Herd Immunity is a non-option, that can't happen.
Dr. Sunenshine continued with her remaining items.



STDs going up nationwide. Specifically syphilis.
Maricopa County is the third highest rate of syphilis and gonorrhea in the entire nation. And one of the
tragic pieces of having one of the highest rates of syphilis is that we also have one of the highest rates of
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congenital syphilis or babies born with syphilis or born deceased, (still birth). The numbers went from 16
babies with syphilis in 2016 and it nearly doubled in 2017 to 30. Nineteen of those were in Maricopa
County. Of the 16 babies with congenital syphilis in 2018, 12 of them are in Maricopa County. What are
we doing about that? Jeanene Fowler can talk to you more about an ad campaign that was rolled out in
the last couple of weeks. We’ve already seen a near doubling of users on our STD site which is a good
thing. We still have some other things to do with Provider Education. They are required to test pregnant
women twice during pregnancy rather than the standard recommendation of just once because of our
high congenital syphilis rates. So we have some education to do with our healthcare providers.
Those are the two things that we're working right now with the state. We also have some issues in our
tribal areas across the state and we need to be focused on a comprehensive approach.
Max stated we tried to keep it brief. We’re very busy in public health, so we have a lot of things that we
could tell you. We, we're tired just like you so if you do have questions, we're not trying to avoid the
questions, so if you have anything you would like to know, we'll be glad to answer anything.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CURRENT EVENTS


Next meeting is October 22, 2018

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. Halley, seconded
by Mr. MacMillan and motion was passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 3:56p.m.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. Halley, seconded
by Mr. MacMillan and motion was passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 5:23p.m.
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